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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ban ('170) in view of Motamed ('300). 

Regarding claim 1, Ban ('170) discloses an image forming device (Network 
printer, See Figure 1, Element 1) that includes a receiving module (a NIC card, See 
Figure 2, Element 16) to receive the print jobs from the outside (network, See Figure 1, 
Element 50, which transfers it to the receiving buffer, See Col. 3, Line 53-55). It also 
includes a storing module, or an image memory (See Figure 2, Element 120, which is 
located within the controller, See Figure 2, Element 1 1) to store print jobs received by 
the receiving module (it receives the print data sent from the NIC card, See Col. 3, Line 
40-41), and a printing module (print engine, See Figure 2, Element 12) to implement the 
print jobs stored in the storing module (the print data is sent from the controller to it, See 
Figure 2). Ban ('170) also discloses when the controlling module (controller, See Figure 
2, Element 11) receives a print job, it determines if it is either an ordinary job or special 
print job, which is a manual feed job according to Ban ('170), and registers it in the 
designated area (See Col. 4, Line 56-61). The controller also has a CPU (See Figure 2, 
Element 1 10) to control the printing order of the print jobs by the schedule management 
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file (See Figure 2, Element 130; Col. 3, Line 41-44). A displaying module (LCD display, 
See Figure 2, Element 31) is used to display information that includes a list of print jobs 
including the special print jobs (since the special print jobs hold a higher priority over the 
regular print jobs, they are displayed on the LCD so the user can complete the printing 
process there, See Figure 4; Col. 4, Line 7-11, even though the printer stores the 
ordinary print jobs in a print queue also, See Figure 3) after the controlling module 
(controller, See Figure 2, Element 11) determines what kind of print job it is (it 
determines if it is an ordinary job or not, See Col. 3, Line 53-58). An inputting module 
(operational panel, See Figure 2, Element 13) is used to accept various sorts of 
operation inputs entered by the user, which includes selections that the user desires to 
implement for the information displayed on the displaying module (the user presses a 
button on the operational panel, See Figure 2, Element 13, corresponding to the choice 
number of the special print job to print, See Figure 4, Element Z2; Col. 4, Line 30-33). 
Ban ('170) also discloses the controlling module (controller, See Figure 2, Element 11) 
includes a first discriminating module (a CPU, See Figure 2, Element 110), located 
within the controlling module, identifies the information received for a print job (it 
determines if it is an ordinary job or not, See Col. 3, Line 53-58). Then a second 
discriminating module (schedule management file, See Figure 3), which extracts the 
special print jobs (manual feed jobs) after the first discriminating module determines the 
print job includes a special print job and puts them onto an interrupt list (See Col. 3, Line 
52-58). It prints all the special print job as requested by the user and is given priority 
over the ordinary job (See Col. 4, Line 6-8) when the job data is being controlled to the 
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printing module. After the second discriminating module is implemented, a third one is 
issued to delete the special print job, once the printing module was completed 
successfully, from the interrupt list (See Col. 4, Line 14-18). And the controlling module 
(controller, See Figure 2, Element 11) (i) stores the print jobs including the special print 
jobs without immediately implementing the print jobs (the special jobs are loaded in an 
interrupt list until it is ready to print, See Figure 4; Col. 4, Line 21-23 while the ordinary 
jobs are put into a queue, See Figure 3, Element 131; Col. 3, Line 55-56), (ii) causes 
the displaying module to display the list of the print jobs including the special print jobs 
(since the special print jobs hold a higher priority over the regular print jobs, they are 
displayed on the LCD, See Figure 4; Col. 4, Line 7-1 1 , even though the printer stores 
the ordinary jobs in a print queue also, See Figure 3), (iii) reads out the print jobs 
including the special print jobs (manual feed jobs) from the storing module and causes 
the printing module (print engine, See Figure 2, Element 12) to implement the print jobs 
in the situation where the user operates the inputting module (operational panel, See 
Figure 2, Element 13) to enter a command for implementing the print jobs including the 
special print jobs (the user presses a button on the operational panel corresponding to 
the choice number of the special print job to print, See Figure 4, Element Z2; Col. 4, 
Line 30-33), and (iv) causes, in the situation where printing is suspended in accordance 
with a user's instruction (the ordinary job is suspended whenever the user designates a 
special print job (manual feed job), See Col. 4, Line 8-14) during implementation of a 
print job (ordinary job that was temporarily suspended, See Col. 4, Line 11-13), the print 
job to continue from the suspended printing (once the special print job (manual feed job) 
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is completed, the operation returns to where the ordinary job is performed, See Col. 4, 
Line 14-18). 

Ban ('170) does not disclose tabbed paper, which is rectangular printing paper 
having a tab on one side, or executing test printing for the tabbed paper, checking the 
result, and adjusting the print position if it did not print out correctly by having the user 
not delete the print job. 

Motamed ('300) discloses tab paper (which is rectangular printing paper having a 
tab on one side, See Figure 9 and 10) and setting up the printing of tabbed paper prior 
to outputting (using the "Insert Tabs", See Figure 12) so that after test printing the 
tabbed paper, in the situation where the user determines the tab positions are offset, the 
user can adjust them accordingly (the Tab Starting Position, See Figure 15, Element 
408) so the print job for the tabbed paper does not need to be deleted by the user, just 
modified (See Col. 7, Line 13-20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention by the applicant to have included tabbed paper, as disclosed by Motamed 
('300), into the special paper of the manual feed jobs of Ban ('170) because tabbed 
paper is like other special paper and by properly setting up the tabbed paper, such as 
using a template in case the print position for the tab is not correct, a user can insert the 
tabbed paper into the manual feed tray and print out the job accordingly. 

Regarding claims 7 and 13, the rationale provided in the rejection of claim 1 is 
incorporated herein. In addition, the modules of claim 1 correspond to the means of 
claim 7 and perform the method step of claim 13. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues that Ban nor Motamed do not disclose to suspend printing 
because of a user's instruction or a jam during implementation, and as a result, either 
re-implement the print job or continue from the suspended printing. Ban discloses 
suspending the print job in order for a special print job (which includes tabbed paper 
when combined with Motamed) to take place upon a user's instruction (See Ban, Col. 4, 
Line 6-14). Once this task is completed, the ordinary print job resumes printing (See 
Ban, Col. 4, Line 14-18). As a result, Ban, in combination with Motamed, are able to 
overcome the claimed limitations. 

Based on these facts, this action is made NON-FINAL. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is: Kadota ('520). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent M. Rudolph whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 8243. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 A.M. - 
4:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/026,721 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2625 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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